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Another year of human tragedies around the world 

In the aftermath of the earthquake which hit Sulawesi in Indonesia at the end of September, we were working 
closely with our fellow UK Rotary charity, Water Survival Box, with a view to sending water filtration kits to help the 
communities affected.  However, the Indonesian Government imposed a ban on the importation of humanitarian 
aid into Sulawesi and by 10th November it became clear that there was no prospect of this ban being lifted.  

Update on our shipments to Indonesia and Kerala 

2018 has been another incredibly busy year for Aquabox, responding to natural and man-made disasters around the 
world, from Nepal, India and the Philippines in Asia, to Uganda, Cameroon and Somalia in Africa, Yemen in the 
Middle East and Haiti and Puerto Rico in the Caribbean. When disasters strike, the need for clean safe drinking 
water and humanitarian aid is urgent, and working with our trusted partners we have ensured that our aid reaches 
those most in need as quickly and securely as possible.  

2,398 

Family Filters 

1,010 

Aquaboxes 

77 

Community Units 

What we have sent - Aquabox shipments in 2018 We could not have done 

this without you 

At this time Aquabox received a further request for water filters 
from the Aroor Satellite City Rotary Club in Kerala in India, where 
thousands are still suffering as a result of the floods which 
devastated the state in the Autumn. With Water Survival Box, we 
were able to act promptly to re-route the consignment intended 
for Indonesia to Kerala. 

As the extent of the disaster in Kerala grew, Aquabox established links with 
three Rotary Clubs, who have been helping to coordinate the local flood-relief 
effort, and sent each of them a consignment of Aquafilters to be distributed 
to those in greatest need. 
 
The Rotary Clubs also set up seminars to train local community leaders and 
teachers in the use of the filters, ensuring that families were able to safely 
convert contaminated water into safe drinking water. 

Aquabox aid reaches Yemen 

Earlier this year 60 Aquaboxes were shipped through one of our partners, Jubilee 
Outreach Yorkshire (JOY), as part of a container of aid to Aden in Yemen, to provide help 
in the escalating crisis of displaced people in the country. Last month we received news 
that this was being unloaded and prepared for distribution to those most in need. In view 
of the plight of the families and communities in Yemen we are hoping to send a further 
consignment of aid to this war torn country in the near future.  

Rotary Club members in Kerala 
distributing Aquabox aid 

We rely totally on donations and 
the generosity of our supporters 
to be able to continue our work 
and provide humanitarian aid to 
those in need in times of crisis.  
 
The total cost of the aid we sent 
out this year exceeds £200,000, 
so please continue to help us if 
you can.  Thank You. 



Aquabox is a registered charity, number 1098409. 

In other fundraising news… 

For more information, please visit our website or follow us on Facebook. 
www.aquabox.org 

www.facebook.com/aquaboxcharity 

Wirksworth Wizarding Day raises over £2,000 for Aquabox! 

Children responded enthusiastically to the chance to perform magic with the 
Aquabox filter, transforming murky water into sparkling clear drinking water. 
Kevin Tromans, manager of the Wirksworth Co-op, spent most of the day 
along with members of his staff assisting with this activity, and kindly provided 
the prize for the “Guess the number of straws in the filter” competition. 
 

A huge thank you to everyone involved in helping with the organisation, car 
parking, bus conducting, Aquabox activity and the Rotary End Polio Campaign 
stall. The financial result of this frantically busy day (and the weeks of 
preparation) was a fantastic donation of £2,000 for Aquabox, plus £75 raised 
at the Aquabox stall, with a bonus £20 for End Polio crocus corms. 

Ravenshead & Blidworth Rotary Club 
members enjoy the Autumn sunshine 

We wish our volunteers and supporters a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
Thank you for all your support in 2018 and best wishes for 2019. 

The Ravenshead & Blidworth Rotary Club held a Ploughman's Lunch at the 
home of Aquabox volunteers Bob and Sandra Jackson in October. Despite the 
time of year the weather was kind and the event was held outside in the 
garden. As well as being an enjoyable occasion the afternoon helped the club 
to send £300 to Aquabox, enough to buy 2 Aquaboxes or 12 Family Filters. 
 

There have been many other fantastic fundraising activities recently organised 
by our supporters to raise money for Aquabox, such as quiz nights, concerts 
and charity stalls, so thank you to all the clubs, organisations and individuals 
who have given their time to help us. 

Our home town of Wirksworth was transformed for the day on 20th October with weird and wonderful goods for 
sale, strange potions to drink, a double decker bus to ride and owls, snakes, lizards and spiders to handle! Large 
crowds of people came to enjoy the magical themed day, with many dressed for the occasion in wizarding robes.  

‘Mad-Eye’ Moody helps out with 
the car parking! 

Many of us will have heard of the miracle of turning water into wine at the 
Marriage at Cana, but at the recent Beer and Cider Festival organised by the 
Ashbourne Branch of the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA), visitors managed to 
achieve the opposite - well hypothetically speaking!  Aquabox was delighted to be 
nominated as the chosen charity at the event and invited to provide a 
demonstration stand and Chair of Trustees Roger Cassidy was afterwards 
presented with a cheque for £510.45. Our thanks go to Ashbourne CAMRA for 
their support and for the generosity of all the people who donated funds. 

Ashbourne CAMRA event turns beer into water! 

Helping those affected by Typhoon Mangkhut in the Philippines 
At the end of September Typhoon Mangkhut hit the northern region of the 
Philippines, triggering flash floods, storm surges and landslides. More than a 
quarter of a million people were displaced and over 100 lost their lives. Health 
centres were unable to function and so the situation progressively worsened.  
Working with our partner Humanity First, Aquabox responded by sending 240 
Family Filters and 10 Community Filters to provide clean drinking water, as 
well as 250 Aquaboxes full of humanitarian aid items. 

http://www.aquabox.org/
http://www.facebook.com/aquaboxcharity

