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Aquabox relief for the floods in southern India
The floods in Kerala and the surrounding area are some of the
worst in India’s history. More than 400 people have been
killed, many more are missing and over 1 million have been
displaced from their homes. There are fears of disease
spreading from polluted flood waters.
Responding to this terrible disaster, an initial consignment of
240 Family Filters and 10 Community Filters left the Aquabox
depot on 23rd August bound for Bangalore by air freight to
help meet the urgent need for clean drinking water.
This was followed by a shipment of 250 Aquaboxes on 3rd September by sea freight to Cochin in Kerala, with a
second air freight to Trivandrum of 480 Family Filters and 10 Community Filters leaving on 17th September.
At Aquabox we pride ourselves on finding secure, rapid logistics
solutions and overcoming local difficulties in order to deliver much
needed aid, and we are extremely grateful to our Rotary colleagues in
southern India for their invaluable assistance with this.
Helpfully also, the Indian Government Ministry of Finance has issued a
notification that, subject to very tight conditions, humanitarian aid for
the flood affected areas will not be liable to import tax. This will
remain in place until December 2018 and is an added assurance
against abuse of the aid being donated.

Providing this emergency aid places an enormous demand on our funds and resources.
We rely totally on donations to allow our work to continue. Please help us to help those in need.
You can donate online via our website at www.aquabox.org or at www.justgiving.com/aquabox,
or send a cheque to Aquabox, PO Box 5398, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 4ZP. Thank You.

Helping displaced families in Cameroon
Working with our partners Christian African Relief Trust (CART),
250 Aquaboxes left our depot in early September destined for
Cameroon to help the large numbers of displaced people in the
south west region of the country.
The number of households forced to flee their villages in search
of safer areas has steadily increased in recent months, as
political and social instability has resulted in an escalation of
tension and hostilities between non-state armed groups and
government forces.
There has been a deterioration of living conditions, primarily affecting school-age children, women and the elderly,
and the displacement has prevented people from accessing their fields and markets. For most of the affected
population who rely on agriculture or livestock as their main sources of livelihood, dependency on external
assistance is inevitable in the short-term.
There is an immediate requirement for humanitarian aid to help those affected and access to clean safe drinking
water is urgently needed to prevent the risk of disease spreading. The Aquaboxes will be distributed by United
Action for Children, which is a child and youth-centered organisation operating in Cameroon, in the Manyu and
Lebialem divisions in the south west of the country.

It’s been a VERY busy time at the depot!
Thanks to the efforts of Aquabox volunteers, in the past two
months alone we have sent over £90,000 worth of water
purification filters and other humanitarian aid items to help
people cope with the floods in Kerala in southern India and to
support the thousands of displaced people in Cameroon.
In addition we are responding to a request for help in the
Philippines and are currently examining possible routing options,
working alongside one of our partners Humanity First.
Christian African Relief Trust (CART) have also asked us about
offering aid to Eritrea where continued unrest and violence has
resulted in significant displacement of the population.

Aquaboxes destined for Kerala in India
leaving the depot earlier this month

Finally, Jubilee Outreach Yorkshire (JOY) have asked us to consider a further potential offer of aid. We have already
provided JOY with Aquaboxes for Yemen and are awaiting a progress report.

Aquabox offers pure water at CAMRA beer festival!
Water at a beer festival may not immediately seem the obvious
combination, but Aquabox was delighted to be chosen as the
charity supported at the recent Ashbourne CAMRA (Campaign for
Real Ale) event.
Aquabox team members staffed a demonstration stand at the
festival and were very pleased with the response from all the
people who stopped by to find out more about our water filters
and our humanitarian work.
We received £460 from the event, which is enough to purchase 18 Family Filters, or 3 Aquaboxes, or a Community
Filter. Our sincere thanks go to Ashbourne CAMRA for its generosity.

Be a wizard for the day in Wirksworth…
On Saturday 20th October Wirksworth is holding a wizarding day with lots of Harry Potter themed activities and
stalls and we are happy to report that Aquabox is set to benefit from the event with profits from the day tickets and
park-and-ride bus going to our charity. If you live in the area, come along and have a magical time!
Visit wirksworthwizardingday.wordpress.com for details of all the activities, tickets and parking. Please note that
this is a fan-created event to celebrate the spirit and theme of Harry Potter and promote the local community.
Warner Bros. Entertainment and J.K. Rowling are not associated with or responsible for the day in any way.

A HUGE Thank You to all our supporters
We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to all the Rotary Clubs and other
organisations and individuals who have supported us over the last couple of months
through donations and fundraising activities.
Thanks also to everyone who answered our plea for help back in July and gave us
toothpaste, antiseptic cream and bars of toilet soap when we had a shortage of
these items to put in the aid boxes we send out.
Rotary Club of Oswestry Cambrian Your generosity allows us to continue our vital work in areas of the world in need of
drinking water and humanitarian aid.
raising money for Aquabox
For more information, please visit our website or follow us on Facebook.
www.aquabox.org
www.facebook.com/aquaboxcharity
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